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FEDERAL FUNDING AGENCIES 
 
Department of Defense 
 
Department of Defense Tuberous Sclerosis Complex Research Program (TSCRP) 
The Fiscal Year 2008 (FY08) Defense Appropriations Act provides $4 million to the Department of 
Defense TSCRP to support the best medical research on TSC.  The program is administered by the 
US Army Medical Research and Materiel Command through the Office of the Congressionally Directed 
Medical Research Programs (CDMRP).  The specifics for the program grant mechanisms can be found 
at:  http://cdmrp.army.mil/funding/tscrp.htm 
 
Department of Defense Peer Reviewed Medical Research Program (PRMRP)   
The Fiscal Year 2008 (FY08) Defense Appropriations Act provides $50 million to the Department of 
Defense Peer Reviewed Medical Research Program (PRMRP) to support the best medical research to 
protect and support military personnel and their beneficiaries and to eradicate diseases that impact 
these populations. This program is administered by the US Army Medical Research and Materiel 
Command through the Office of the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs (CDMRP).  
The specifics of the application are given at 
http://cdmrp.army.mil/pubs/press/2008/08prmrppreann.htm 
 
FY08 PRMRP Supplements to the Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) will be released by April 2008 
for the various award mechanisms. Proposed research must be focused in one of the following 21 
Congressionally directed topic areas: Alcoholism Research, Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, Blood 
Cancer, Drug Abuse, Epilepsy Research, Eye and Vision Research, Integrated Tissue Hypoxia 
Research, Interstitial Cystitis, Inflammatory Bowel Disease, Leishmaniasis, Lupus, Kidney Cancer, 
Mesothelioma, Multiple Sclerosis, Nutrition and Health Promotion, Paget's Disease, Polycystic Kidney 
Disease, Pulmonary Hypertension, Scleroderma, Social Work Research, Tinnitus. 
 
Please note that all CDMRP award mechanisms require the submission of a pre-application in 
accordance with the application instructions for that solicitation and that all subsequent proposal 
submissions are made through http://www.grants.gov/.   
 
National Institutes of Health 
 
NHLBI Progenitor Cell Biology Consortium Planning Awards (R03) (RFA-HL-08-012) 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute 
Application Receipt Date(s): August 15, 2008  
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-HL-08-012.html  
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NCMHD Exploratory Centers of Excellence (P20) (RFA-MD-08-004) 
National Center for Minority Health and Health Disparities 
Application Receipt Date(s): July 31, 2008  
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-MD-08-004.html  
 
NCMHD Comprehensive Centers of Excellence (P60)  (RFA-MD-08-005) 
National Center for Minority Health and Health Disparities 
Application Receipt Date(s): August 29, 2008  
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-MD-08-005.html  
 
NINDS Research Education Programs for Residents and Fellows in Neurology and 
Neurosurgery (R25) (RFA-NS-09-001) 
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke 
Application Receipt Date(s): September 10, 2008  
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-NS-09-001.html  
 
 

OTHER FUNDING AGENCIES 
 
AMERICAN EPILEPSY SOCIETY 
Early Career Physician - Scientist Award 
The American Epilepsy Society and the Milken Family Foundation are proud to announce the Early 
Career Physician - Scientist Award, for physician scientists who are embarking on academic careers 
and wish to develop outstanding epilepsy research programs. Generously funded by the Milken 
Family Foundation, this program seeks to encourage the development of new therapies for epilepsy 
by providing research training for physicians early in their academic career. Awardees are required 
to be present for the award announcement at the AES Annual Meeting in Seattle, WA this 
December.   Application Deadline:  5 p.m. (EST)  Monday, September 8, 2008  For details, visit: 
 www.aesnet.org. 

Research Initiative Fund  
AES has established a novel grant opportunity for its membership that will provide seed support to 
encourage innovative, collaborative basic or clinical research associated with the epilepsy field. 
Awards from the Research Initiative Fund will be given to AES members who are established 
investigators. The objective of these awards is to encourage established investigators to think 
"outside the box" and involve other established investigators who may not now be working in the 
field of epilepsy. Members who are candidates for an Epilepsy Foundation Junior Investigator Award 
or AES and EF research or training fellowships will not be considered.  Application Deadline:  
Monday, August 25, 2008.  For information, visit:  www.aesnet.org. 

Research Infrastructure Award  
The Research Infrastructure Award is the result of AES and the Epilepsy Foundation partnering to 
provide an opportunity for scientists to obtain support for worldwide, collaborative networks of 
clinical or basic science researchers focused on understanding the causes, consequences and 
treatment of epilepsy. Nominations for this award are not limited to AES members. Application 
Deadline:  Monday, August 25, 2008.  For details, visit:  www.aesnet.org. 

PKD FOUNDATION  
Request for Applications for the Standard Grant Award 
The PKD Foundation is interested in fostering further research in polycystic kidney disease and other 
hereditary cystic disorders in order to understand the physiological, biochemical and genetic 
mechanisms of disease and to support the development of potential interventions that would slow 
the rate of both renal and biliary lesions and other systemic manifestations of PKD and lead to 
therapeutic interventions for these disorders. 
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Key Details: This is a two-year award for $85,000/year for a total of $170,000. Second year funding 
is dependent upon review of the first year progress report and the availability of funds. 
Key Facts: The PKD Foundation historically funds approximately 41% of those grant applications 
received.  
Key Dates:  
Application Deadline:  August 15, 2008 
Peer Review Dates:  September – November 2008 
Anticipated Funding Start Date:  February 2009 
For application information and downloadable forms, go to: 
http://www.pkdcure.org/tabid/388/default.aspx   
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July 12-16, 2008 
6th FENS Forum of European Neuroscience 
Geneva, Switzerland 
More information:  forum2008@fens.org 
 
July 27 - Aug 1, 2008 
PKD Meeting Sponsored by FASEB 
Snowmass, CO 
For more information: http://www.faseb.org/meetings/futuremeetings.htm 
  
August 3-8, 2008 
Gordon Conference:  Mechanisms of Epilepsy and Neuronal Synchronization 
Colby College, Waterville, ME 

CONFERENCES, WORKHOPS, SEMINARS 
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Application Deadline: Applications for this meeting must be submitted by July 13, 2008  
http://www.grc.org/programs.aspx?year=2008&program=epilepsy 
 
September 11-13, 2008 
Tuberous Sclerosis International Research Conference 
University of Sussex, Brighton, UK 
We extend a warm invitation to all of our colleagues in the scientific community and beyond with an 
interest in tuberous sclerosis complex. The latest advances in the field will be presented for 
discussion and abstracts are invited for sessions on - 
 
TSC Molecular Biology and Genetics 
Neurobiology and Epilepsy 
Behaviour and Social Care 
Clinical trials 
Epidemiology and Natural History 
Clinical problems 
 
Booking details and an outline conference programme will be posted on the website (www.tuberous-
sclerosis.org ) shortly. Click here to download an invitation flyer or email Jane Cox, Deputy Head of 
Research for more information. 
 
October 3, 2008 
What A Difference an X Makes: The State of Women’s Health Research 
Barbara Jordan Conference Center, Kaiser Family Foundation 
Washington, DC 
Register for this free conference now. 
View the agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
HHMI Selects 56 of the Nation’s Top Scientists 
Fifty-six of the nation's most creative biomedical scientists are being given the opportunity to tackle 
their most ambitious, risky research plans, as they become the newest class of Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute investigators. The 42 men and 14 women represent 31 institutions nationwide. The 
Institute is committing more than $600 million over their first term of appointment.  Included in the 
group of 56 are Dujoila Pan, Ph.D., Johns Hopkins University who was instrumental in identifying the 
function of the TSC1/2 genes in Drosophila; Bernardo Sabatini, M.D., Ph.D., whose research included 
understanding the role of the TSC1/2 genes in dendritic spines; and David Sabatini, M.D., Ph.D., 
who identified mTOR (mammalian target of rapamycin), and continues to study this important 
signaling pathway.  For the full story, as well as profiles of each of the 56 new HHMI investigators, 
go to http://www.hhmi.org/news/20080527 
  
  
 
 
 
TSC Clinical Trials:  A complete list of clinical trials that are currently enrolling study participants 
can be viewed on the TS Alliance web site at:  
http://tsalliance.easycgi.com/pages.aspx?content=370 
 

NEWS 

TSC CLINICAL TRIALS 
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For information about TSC and the Tuberous Sclerosis Alliance, visit the TS Alliance Web site at: 
http://www.tsalliance.org or contact the TS Alliance at info@tsalliance.org or by telephone: 1-800-
225-6872 or 301-562-9890. 
 

 

INFORMATION ABOUT TSC 

This is the June 2008 edition of TSC Alert – an online research newsletter for individuals interested in Tuberous 
Sclerosis Complex (TSC) research and clinical care.  This online newsletter contains information of interest to the TSC 
research and health care community. Please forward this newsletter to colleagues who are interested in TSC.  To be 
added/deleted to/from the mailing list for TSC Alert and/or to submit information for the July 2008 TSC Alert contact: 
vwhittemore@tsalliance.org 
 
Archived issues of the TSC Alert can be found at:  http://www.tsalliance.org/pages.aspx?content=25 


